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(11) The applicant’s Dun and Brad-
street Data Universal Numbering Sys-
tem (DUNS) number (except for indi-
viduals).

(b) Financial information for gross in-
come or size determination. The applica-
tion shall contain sufficient financial
information to allow the Agency to de-
termine the agricultural producer’s
percentage of gross income derived
from agricultural operations or the
rural small business’ size, as applica-
ble. All information submitted under
this paragraph (b) must be substan-
tiated by authoritative records:

(1) If the applicant is a rural small
business, provide sufficient informa-
tion to determine its total annual re-
ceipts and number of employees and
the same information for any parent,
subsidiary, or affiliates at other loca-
tions. Voluntarily providing tax re-
turns is one means of satisfying this
requirement. The information provided
must be sufficient for the Agency to
make a determination of business size
as defined by the Small Business Ad-
ministration; and

(2) If the applicant is an agricultural
producer, provide the gross market
value of the agricultural products,
gross agricultural income, and gross
nonfarm income of the applicant for
the calendar year preceding the year in
which the application is submitted.

§4280.177 Evaluation of feasibility
study grant applications.

(a) Agency evaluation. Feasibility
study applications submitted under
this subpart will be evaluated by the
Agency for eligibility, completeness,
and scoring.

(b) General review. The Agency will
evaluate each application and make a
determination as to whether the appli-
cant is eligible, the proposed grant is
for an eligible feasibility study, and
the proposed grant complies with all
applicable statutes and regulations.

(1) Applicant eligibility. The Agency
will first determine whether the entity
is eligible to compete for a feasibility
study grant. Applications for appli-
cants determined by the Agency not to
be eligible will not be processed fur-
ther. The Agency will determine appli-
cant eligibility based on the criteria
specified in §4280.170.

7 CFR Ch. XLII (1-1-14 Edition)

(2) Proposal eligibility. After deter-
mining applicant eligibility, the Agen-
cy will review the application to deter-
mine if the proposal is eligible. Appli-
cations determined by the Agency not
to be eligible will not be processed fur-
ther. The Agency will determine
whether the application contains cer-
tification by the applicant that the ap-
plicant has not received any other Fed-
eral or State assistance for a feasi-
bility study on the subject facility. If
the application does not contain such
certification, it is an ineligible applica-
tion and the Agency will stop proc-
essing the application.

§4280.178 Scoring feasibility study
grant applications.

Agency personnel will score each fea-
sibility study application based on the
evaluation criteria specified in para-
graphs (a) through (f) of this section,
with a maximum score of 100 points
possible.

(a) Energy replacement or generation.
The project can be for either replace-
ment or generation, but not both. A
maximum of 25 points can be awarded
under this section.

(1) Energy replacement. 25 points will
be awarded if proposed project will off-
set any portion of the applicant’s en-
ergy needs.

(2) Energy generation. 15 points will be
awarded if the proposed renewable en-
ergy system is intended primarily for
production of energy for sale.

(b) Commitment of funds for the feasi-
bility study. Appropriate documentation
must verify commitment of funds. A
maximum of 10 points can be awarded
under this section.

(1) 10 points—100 percent of matching
funds.

(2) 7.5 points—T75 percent up to, but
not including 100 percent of matching
funds.

(3) 5 points—50 percent up to, but not
including 75 percent of matching funds.

(4) 0 points—less than 50 percent of
matching funds.

(c) Designation as a Small agricultural
producer/very small business. An appli-
cant will be considered either an agri-
cultural producer or rural small busi-
ness. No applicant will be considered as
both. Points will only be awarded
under either paragraph (c)(1) or (c)(2) of
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